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Section A: The Larger Context
This selection presents the English Civil War in a wider European perspective.  It is reprinted from the 
BBC/Open University Civil War series.
 Not only was the English Civil War not English, it wasn’t even British. The troubles of the 1640s were part of a Europe-
an war of religion. In 1618, the great Catholic and Protestant armies of Europe went to war to settle the religious differences 
which had been simmering since the Reformation of the 1530s. From 1618 to 1648, Europe was engulfed in a savage conflict 
known as the Thirty Years War. With their overwhelming might, the Catholic armies pushed back the Protestants. During 
the course of the 17th Century the land area held by Protestants fell from one half of Europe to one fifth.
 This conflict engulfed Britain. At the time an English preacher wrote, ‘These are days of great shaking and this shaking 
is universal: the Palatinate, Bohemia, Germania, Catalonia, Portugal, Ireland, England.’ And as the triumphant Catholic 
forces gained more ground, the Protestant communities in England became ever more fearful. They feared not only the 
attack on their religion, but also the politics of absolute monarchy which all Catholic countries seemed to endure.
 This is the crucial context for understanding the hostility which Charles’s religious reforms provoked during the 1630s. 
At a time when Protestantism was being attacked abroad, Charles and his Archbishop Laud seemed to be undermining it 
at home. And as his religion was suspected of Catholic tendencies, so his refusal to call Parliament hinted at precisely the 
kind of authoritarianism beloved by Catholic monarchs.
 The final straw was Charles’s attempt to introduce a new quasi-Catholic prayer book into the far more Protestant, or 
Presbyterian, Scottish Church. When the Scottish Covenanters (as they were known) rebelled, Charles quickly declared 
war. So here was a King waging war on his loyal, Protestant subjects when across Europe the Protestant religion was itself 
fighting for life. The problem though was Charles didn’t have enough money to win a war against the Covenanters. To raise 
more money, he needed to call Parliament.
 And when Charles finally summoned a Parliament in 1640, it provided an excellent opportunity for the repressed, sim-
mering tensions of the previous 11 years to come bubbling up to the surface.

Section B: Books and The short and long of it

C3 or Charles, Cromwell and Civil War

Part One: The Breakdown: 1625-1641

According to historian Tristram Hunt, what is the larger European context of the 
troubles between Charles & Parliament?

Tristram Hunt

Unit 2, Class 7 & 8

Purpose: Was Was it easier to win the war than the peace? 
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Part Two: Prelude to War, 1642

The Nineteen Propositions        1642 
Summarize the main concepts of the Nineteen 
Propositions (Reader, p. 170).

Question:
What is the broad intention of the Propositions 
sent from both Houses of Parliament to the King 
in York? 

Re-examine the excerpts of the 19 Propositions.  
Which of the four areas of sovereignty does Parlia-
ment claim in this document?

Point and Counter-Point
Most of the Royalist supporters had left Parliament to muster support in their home districts. On June 
3rd, those remaining drew up a set of 19 Propositions to be put before the King.  It was basically an at-
tempt to transfer all power from the King to Parliament. The Nineteen Propositions was a last attempt by 
Parliament to forestall the approaching civil conflict.  The message was delivered to Charles who had fled 
London to the North where his support was stronger.  Some historians see Charles response as a call to 
arms on both sides of the issue of sovereignty.

The Kings Response        1642 
Characterize the response given by Charles to Par-
liament (Reader, p. 173).

Question:
Is there room for compromise in Charles response 
to the Parliaments Propositions?

*prorogue
 TRANSITIVE VERB: 1. To discontinue a session of (a parliament, for example).  2. To postpone; defer.
ETYMOLOGY: Middle English prorogen, from Old French proroguer, to postpone, from Latin prrogre :  pro-, forward; see pro–1 +  
rogre, to ask; 
OTHER FORMS: proro·gation —NOUN
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Part Three: Civil War
16

4
2

January: Charles tries to arrest the five 
members
Fearing that Parliament is about to im-
peach Queen Henrietta Maria, Charles 
attempts to arrest his leading Parlia-
mentary tormentors-but the ‘birds have 
already flown’.

March: Militia Ordinance issued
As relations between Crown and Parlia-
ment deteriorate, Parliament attempts 
to raise a military force.

June: Charles issues the Commissions of 
Array
The King asks the Lords Lieutenant and 
county aristocracy to provide him with a 
military force.

August: Charles raises his standard at 
Nottingham
Calling on all loyal men to support the 
King, Charles’ action signals the start of 
the First Civil War.

October: Battle of Edgehill
The first major military engagement of 
the War - a draw.

July: Rupert seizes Bristol
A major city and port falls into Royalist 
hands.

September: Charles concludes a truce with 
the Confederates.
In an effort to release extra troops to 
fight in England, Charles reaches an 
‘understanding’ with the Confederation 
of Kilkenny.

September: Parliament and Covenant-
ers conclude the Solemn League and 
Covenant
Pym conclude a tactical alliance to coun-
ter-balance Royalist successes.
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December: Death of John Pym
The great Parliamentary leader dies 
shortly after concluding the Covenant 
with the Scots.

January: Scots Covenanter army enters 
England
The first fruits of Pym’s deal, a disci-
plined Scots Presbyterian army invades 
the north of England.

July: Battle of Marston Moor
The first truly decisive battle of the First 
Civil War - a major Parliamentary vic-
tory.

December: New Model Army
Cromwell’s political and military strat-
egy was to carve out the old guard from 
any positions of power and remodel the 
army along more efficient grounds to ex-
clude the weak-willed and the hapless.

June: Battle of Nasby
Another major military disaster for the 
Royalists. 

May: Charles surrenders to the Covenanters
Realising his military options are limit-
ed, Charles surrenders to the Scots and 
brings the First Civil War to an end.

June: Battle of Benburb
A major victory for the Confederation of 
Kilkenny.
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June:Charles taken prisoner 
Realising that the King is central to any 
peace deal, the Army seizes Charles 
from the Parliamentarians to strengthen 
their bargaining power.

October: Putney Debates commence
Grandees of the New Model army deign 
to discuss political ideals with the ordi-
nary soldiers. The battle of ideas which 
took place at Putney Church profoundly 
influenced British politics. Here, ideas 
took hold which led men to demand a 
say over their future. They wanted con-
trol over their politics and communities 
- how their money was spent; account-
ability from those in power. 

December: Charles concludes an ‘Engage-
ment’ with the Scots
Charles forms a military alliance with 
his Scots Presbyterians making the re-
sumption of hostilities inevitable.

March: Second Civil War begins
War recommences with a rising by dis-
affected troops in Wales.

August: Battle of Preston
Cromwell crushes the Scots Engagers 
on the banks of the Ribble and, in the 
same month, Fairfax recaptures Col-
chester.

December: Pride’s Purge
A Parliament controlled by conservative 
Presbyterian MPs would never pass the 
Remonstrance. On the morning of 6th 
December, the New Model Army loy-
alist Colonel Pride stood in front of the 
House of Commons and turned away ev-
ery member he suspected of conserva-
tive or Presbyterian leanings. Only the 
Independent MPs, the hardline support-
ers of the Army got through.
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Part Four: Now What?  More decisions!
By the Sword Divided video
Examine the scenes in the video of the trial of Charles I.  In addition to the words used in this presen-
tation taken from the actual trial transcript, examine the relationship between Charles and Cromwell as 
portrayed by these two actors.  Oliver Cromwell is played by Peter Jeffrey (l) and Charles I is portrayed by 
Jeremy Clyde (r).  

Video Notes

1. Why does Charles not accept the authority of the high Court?

2. By January 1649, what do these two gentlemen think of each other? 
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